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40th Anniversary Events
October 2009 – October 2010
WYSU’s 40th anniversary year will bring some
exciting events to our listeners, beginning on October
23, the date WYSU first went on the air. We’ll play a
portion of our initial broadcast from 1969, recorded in
the station’s first studios on Wick Avenue.
In November, we’ll feature two concerts in addition
to our usual Monthly Members’ Movie Night. The first
concert on November 2 will feature YSU Jazz Ensemble
1 under the direction of Dr. Kent Engelhardt. November
6th is the Folk Festival concert, when The Newlanders of
Pittsburgh will perform.
We’re very excited to have NPR’s White House
correspondent Don Gonyea visiting the area on
December 3 rd. (See articles on page 4 for more
information about Folk Festival and Don Gonyea).
WYSU will sponsor a Business Marketplace with the
Youngstown-Warren Regional Chamber on November 20th.
An essay contest will be a part of our anniversary
celebration in early 2010, with the winner’s essay being read
on-air. Contest rules will be coming soon.

The NewLanders to perform for the WYSU Folk Festival. See page 4 for details.

In October 2010, we will end our year-long celebration
with an Ethnic Food Festival in Mill Creek Park, part of our
continuing partnership with the Mill Creek MetroParks.
Entertainment will be provided by the Los Angeles Guitar
Quartet, known to many as the LAGQ. Long-time classical
music fans will be familiar with this unique group of four
guitar virtuosos.
We’re very excited about all our 40th anniversary events and
proud of our continued commitment to bringing you news,
information, and fine music. Please join us in celebrating our
ruby anniversary!
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On the
Media

Car Talk

Classical Music with Barbara Krauss

Noon

10:00

Alternative
Radio

Weekend
Edition

9:00

9:00

Hearts of
Space

Weekend ATC
On the
Media
Thistle and
Shamrock
Folk Festival
with
The Jazz Sofa The Jazz Sofa
Charles
Darling
with
with
All
Songs
Considered
Rick
Rick
Popovich
Popovich
Harmonia
A Prairie
Home
Companion
Lft, Rgt & Ctr

Rhythm
Sweet & Hot

Classical Music

Now’s the
Time

Classical
Music
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THE WYSU FALL FUND DRIVE IS
JUST AROUND THE CORNER
financial support for their public
radio station—WYSU!

Autumn is approaching...and
that means it will soon be time for
the WYSU 88.5 FM FALL FUND
DRIVE!

Listener-supported WYSU
will hold its annual fall fund drive
from October 16th through October
23rd. This fall’s drive has an overall
fundraising goal of $106,000 – the
most ever for a WYSU fund drive.

• Opportunities for listeners  
		 to win great prizes!

WYSU’s bi-annual fund drives
are always critical to the station’s
success. However, according to
WYSU director Gary Sexton, this fall’s
drive takes on added significance.
"This is a fund drive emphasizing
the value —the necessity, even—of
partnerships. While we continue
an extremely fruitful partnership
with Mill Creek Metroparks, we
begin a new one with the Second
Harvest Food Bank, and of course,
we celebrate our 40-year partnership
with our members, listeners, and
community," said Sexton.

Most important, our week-long
fall fund drive is an opportunity
for listeners to call in, provide
valuable feedback, and pledge their

EV E RYON E w ho pl e d ge s
support to WYSU (either as a new
member, a renewing member, or
with an additional gift) between now

For a week in October, the
studios of WYSU will be brimming
with:
• Cheerful personalities
		 discussing the value 		
		 of public radio
• Dozens of wonderful
		 volunteers pitching in 		
		 to help the station

and the end of the fall fund drive
will be entered into a drawing to
win a pair of tickets on the WYSU
sponsored Go Ahead Tours’ 11-day
“Enchanting Ireland” tour. You
can also simply call in with your
name, address, and phone number
to become eligible.
Valued at $6,400 and scheduled
to depart in June 2010, this prize
package includes visits to some of
Ireland’s most popular destinations,
including St. Patrick’s Cathedral and
Trinity College in Dublin, County
Cork, Galway, and Limerick.
Throughout the fall drive, the
station will also be awarding daily
fund drive prize packages that will
include new HD Radios ®.
Contributions to WYSU can be
made by phone at 330-941-1481,
or through a secure on-line server
at www.wysu.org. Remember, you
don’t need to wait for the drive to be
part of our success—Pledge now!

Special Discount
for WYSUMembers
Members
Discount
OfferOffer
for WYSU
Like you, Park
Park Vista
Vista Retirement
Retirement Community,
Community,the
theMahoning
MahoningValley’s
Valley’sonly
only
Continuing Care Accredited organization, isis aa friend
of
WYSU
and
friend of
and believes
believes in
in
supporting this wonderful asset to our community.
we arewe
extending
an
Because we appreciate
appreciate the
the special
special relationship
relationshipwe
thatshare,
we share,
are
offer to WYSU
members.
If to
youWYSU
are considering
retirement
options
for yourself
extending
a special
discount
members on
our beautiful
independent
or a loved
one, askatabout
opportunity
to save individuals
up to $200 will
off receive
per month
fora
living
apartments
Park the
Vista
North. Qualified
either
6$2,500
months
or
$2,500
off
the
entrance
fee*
for
Independent
Living
and
Assisted
discount when they choose the entrance fee option or $200 off their
Living.**rental
For more
or toforschedule
a tour, please
contact Josie Polis
monthly
for theinformation,
first six months
the non-entrance
fee option.*
or Cheryl
Lloydinformation,
at 330-746-2944.
For more
fee schedules, or to schedule a tour, please contact
Josie Polis
Up or
to Diane Garthwaite at 330-746-2944.
(*Subject to meeting admissions criteria, and

ifthA
venue
1216 F
Fifth
Avenue
(330) 746-2944
746-2944
www.parkvista.oprs.org
www.parkvista.oprs.org

$ 2,500

in savings

September & October 2009

**currently not receiving Medicare covered services.
*This offer is extended
to individuals
55+ who meet
residency
This
offer may beage
discontinued
at anyourtime.)
criteria. May not be combined with any other promotional offer.
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NPR Reporter Don Gonyea
Here in December
Join WYSU for an evening with Don Gonyea, Thursday, December 3rd on the campus of YSU. Gonyea has
been the White House correspondent since 2000 and
reporting for NPR News since 1986. He is a regular substitute host on Morning Edition and has been a contributor to the BBC, CBC and AP Radio. In 2000, he
earned broadcasting’s highest award, the George Foster
Peabody Award, for “Lost & Found Sound,” a series on
All Things Considered.
There will be more information in the next 12th Note
and on our website at www.wysu.org.

Don Gonyea. Photo Credit: NPR 2004 Photo by Steve Barrett

The NewLanders Featured
on This Year’s Folk
Festival Concert

We’d Love to Have You as
a Fund Drive Volunteer!
WYSU 88.5 FM’s Fall Fund Drive is just
around the corner! Our fund drive dates are
Friday, October 16th through Friday, October
23rd, and we are looking for volunteers.
If you are interested in talking to our many
listeners and supporters, helping process paperwork, and working alongside WYSU staff
and students, please contact our business office
at (330) 941-3363.
More information about volunteering is also
available at our website. Just go to www.wysu.
org, click Support WYSU, and then Volunteer.
We promise you lots of fun and excitement,
a thank you gift, and delicious food and treats
to eat! Help make this year’s Fall Fund Drive a
great success!
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WYSU’s Folk Festival concert is back! Join us as we
present The NewLanders. This free event will be held at
Peaberry’s inside the Kilcawley Center on November 6,
at 7:00 pm.
For more information about The NewLanders visit
www.Newlanders.com.
WYSU 12th note
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40of Fine
Years
Arts Radio: A Retrospective of WYSU 88.5 FM
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All Things Considered, which
remains one of NPR’s flagship
programs today, had its premiere in
1969, as did Charles Darling’s Folk
Festival.
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Before there was a public radio station in
Youngstown, there were people imagining
one. Don Elser and Steve Grcevich, along
with Youngstown State University president
Albert Pugsley formally proposed a finearts radio station for Youngstown and the
Mahoning Valley. The year was 1967.

1969
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The idea of a fine-arts radio station was well
received by the university. Following nearly
two years of preparation and planning, WYSU
88.5 FM began broadcasting on October 23 at
10:00 am, with Bill Foster introducing Richard
Strauss’ Also sprach Zarathustra. The station
broadcast 12 hours a day from its studios in
room 310 of the former Valley Park Motel on
Wick Avenue.
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Steve Grcevich was the director of
broadcasting, Dick Stevens was the program
director, Bill Foster the music director and
program host, and Lou Moler the engineer.

ica

to r, O c t o b er

,
23

19

Two bars of Dove soap cost $0.09 at Consolidated;
an ad in the Vindicator on October 23, 1969 also
lists a leaf rake for $0.49. Other items that were
under $1: men’s t-shirts, women’s blouses, Twice as
Nice shampoo, and Wisk laundry detergent. Snow
tires were $12.88 each.
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In 1971, the station became part of
the first radio network that used
satellites to transmit programs.

1973 saw the addition of Robert
Peterson to the staff of WYSU
as the news and public affairs
director.

Ann Cliness joined the
staff as an announcer/
producer in 1980.
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By 1980, the station was broadcasting
24 hours a day and had its first on-air
fundraiser. As the ’80s progressed,
Morning Edition was added to the
lineup. The station began the process
of migrating the music collection
from vinyl records to compact discs
in 1984.

Yo u

Through the early ’70s, the station
continued with a series of “firsts,”
among them the airing of Martin
Berger’s jazz program Now’s the
Time and Saturday Night on
Broadway hosted by Don Elser,
and the expansion of the broadcast
day to 18 hours. WYSU moved to
its current location in Youngstown
State University’s Cushwa Hall.
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In 1972, Barbara Krauss was
hired as a student announcer/
board operator. Happily,
Barbara is still part of the
weekday line-up on WYSU as
a classical music host.
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Carol Guglielm the first record
librarian and also an announcer
in the ’70s. The integration of
public television and radio with
Randy Gerber came in the late
’70s, with WYSU sharing studios
and projects with the Western
Reserve Educational Television
Consortium. WYSU celebrated
its 10th Anniversary in 1979 with
a live presentation by Karl Haas
from Adventures in Good Music.

1986

A 50,000 watt transmitter was fired up in 1990,
and the station aired
live coverage of the first
Gulf War. The Ashtabula
transmitter came online
at 90.1 FM and the New
Wilmington transmitter
followed, initially at 89.9,
and currently at 97.5.

In 1992, the station
added Catherine Cala as
its first full-time development officer, and
David Luscher was hired
as a student announcer/
producer. David became
program director in
2001.
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1999

Commentary Café, a
political affairs program
co-hosted by Bill Binning and Bob Fitzer,
premiered in 1997 and
aired for four years.
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1999 marked the station’s 30th
anniversary, and the station
sponsored Learning with
Mozart in area schools.
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The decade of the 1990s saw a dramatic
increase in station programs and services.
The station continues to sponsor an annual
summer trip to Blossom Music Center, a tradition that began in 1990 with volunteer host
Milt Greenburg, who also hosted an interview
program called Focus. Gary Sexton joined the
station’s staff in 1990, becoming program director in 1992.

Jazz programming
was expanded in
1986. As the’80s
came to a close,
Michael Cervone
joined the station
as a student announcer/producer,
later returning as a
classical music host.
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Bill Panko joined
the staff of WYSU
as a student
engineer in 1985,
later becoming
the station’s chief
engineer. Robert
Peterson also was
named director
of the station in
1985.
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The station celebrated its
silver anniversary in 1994
with a number of events,
including hosting and
broadcasting a jazz concert
from Stambaugh Auditorium, hosting NPR correspondent Neil Conan at
the Skeggs Lecture series,
and sponsoring a concert by
the Chestnut Brass Quartet.
Announcer/producer April
Antell-Tarantine and jazz
host Rick Popovich both began working for the station
in 1994 as well.
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Melinda Bowen-Houck, development
officer, and Laurie Wittkugle, administrative assistant, were added to the
station’s staff in 2008.
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Garrison Keillor’s A
Prairie Home Companion returned to
WYSU in 2003.
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The community affairs
program, Lincoln
Avenue had its initial
broadcast in 2007.
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Digital equipment was
installed in the studios
in 2004, part of a continual effort by the station to improve signal
quality for listeners.
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With the dawn of the new millennium, the station began to
sponsor an annual European
tour, an event that members
continue to enjoy. Over the
years, the station trips have
included Italy, Greece, France,
and a number of other European destinations.
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Ed Goist was named as
development underwriter in
2005, increasing support for
the station from the business
community. In 2005 Ron
Krauss was hired as chief
engineer.

The all-classical HD
channel, HD 2, and an
all-classical Internet
stream began in 2008.
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Michelle Grant joined the staff of
WYSU in 2004 and worked as a
development officer for the station
until 2007.
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Gary Sexton was named
director of broadcasting in
2000.
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As we move into our fourth decade of broadcasting, we are still non-commercial, listenersupported public radio, just as we were in 1969. We’re still committed to being our community’s leading source for trusted, in-depth news, engaging conversation, and music that
stimulates the mind and spirit. We could not do any of those things without the sustained
support of our members and the community. We have plans that will continue to show
our commitment to our community, and we look forward to continuing to bring you news
and information, plus classical music, for many years to come!
All photographs and newspaper articles are courtesy of the Youngstown State University
Archives. Our sincere thanks to Lisa Garofali for her assistance with archived materials.
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Now’s the Time
with Martin Berger

Saturday, 11:00 pm
9/5 Horace Parlan. Forceful modern
pianist, first noticed with Mingus
in the 1950s, mostly with his own
groups.
9/12 Leon “Chu” Berry. Prominent
tenor saxophonist of the swing era,
with the big Hawkins sound and his
own approach to phrasing.

88.5 MHz, 90.1 MHz, 97.5 MHz

9/20 Love Songs and Ballads. By
Bob Dylan, John McCormack, Judy
Collins, Maura O’Connell, David
Piper, Kate Wolf, and others.
9/27 And Now for Something
Completely Different, Part XXV.
Another zany blend of folk and nonfolk music with the added therapy (?)
of “remarkable remarks.”
10/4 Celtic Sounds. Some of the best
Irish and Scottish musicians, plus the
Valley’s own Colleen McNally Harris.

9/19 Lester Young. Primary advocate
of the lighter, more linear approach to
jazz tenor, with emphasis on the Basie
recordings.

10/11 Pre-Fund Drive Sampler.
Stars Simon and Garfunkel, Steeleye
Span, Kate Wolf, Bob Dylan, Lemon
Jefferson, Arlo Guthrie, many more.

9/26 Coleman Hawkins. The original
tenor colossus.

10/18 Fall Fund Drive. Charles
will be in the studio taking your
pledges and requests for folk singers
from 1920-80. Also NewLanders
recordings, a preview of the western
Pennsylvania group’s appearance at
the WYSU Folk Festival concert at
Peaberry’s on the YSU campus, Friday,
November 6, at 7 pm. See you there!

10/3 Nagel-Heyer. Survey of the
excellent German label specializing in
modern-mainstream jazz.
10/10 Lew Tabackin. Formidable
performer on various reed
instruments, with the Toshiko Akioshi
band and in other settings.
10/17 Lionel Hampton. Vibist,
drummer, bandleader, and energy
source.
10/24 Charles Mingus. Stormy,
unpredictable bassist, leader, etc.
10/31 Kid Ory. Tailgate titan of New
Orleans jazz.

Folk Festival

with Charles Darling

Sunday, 8:00 pm

9/6 WYSU-Folk Festival Concert.
An encore of Mike Stout and his
band’s appearance at last November’s
YSU concert.
9/13 Contemporary Folk, Part XL.
The late John Stewart of the Kingston
Trio is featured, also Maria Muldaur,
Levon Helm, Tim Robbins, Jon T.
Howard, and others.
September & October 2009

10/25 Country Cookin’, Part LXVIII.
Red-hot bluegrass from the 1970s
and ’80s, with Byron Berline, Critton
Hollow String Band, Dan Crary, and
more.

NPR World of
Opera
Monday, 8:00 pm

5/4 Handel: Partenope. Teater an der
Wien, Vienna; Les Talens Lyriques;
Christophe Rousset, conductor. Les
Talens Lyriques and conductor Christophe Rousset are known around the
world for their superb presentations of
Baroque opera.

inspiring, story of multiple betrayals,
gruesome murder, and ultimate—if
unlikely— forgiveness.
9/14 Donizetti: Lucrezia Borgia.
Washington National Opera Orchestra
and Chorus; Placido Domingo,
conductor. This new production
features two of the greatest singers
of our time, with soprano Renee
Fleming giving a spectacular and
highly-emotional performance in the
unforgiving title role, and Placido
Domingo, the Washington National
Opera's general director, conducting.
9/21 Verdi: Il Trovatore. Grand
Theatre of Geneva; Suisse Romande
Orchestra; Evelino Pido, conductor.
This perplexingly beautiful drama
serves up so many of Verdi's finest
tunes that it's hard to keep track of
them. The Geneva production features
Irina Mishura in one of her signature
roles as Azucena, one of the darkest
and most fascinating of all Verdi's
characters.
9/28 Rameau: Hippolyte et Aricie.
Capitole Theatre, Toulouse; Orchestra
and Chorus of the Concert d'Astree;
Emmanuelle Haim, conductor. When
Rameau died in 1764, one French
journal concluded its tribute to him
with "Here lies the God of Harmony."
His tragedy Hippolyte et Aricie is led
in this production by one of today's
foremost interpreters of Baroque
opera, Emmanuelle Haim.
October listings were not available by
press time. All programs are subject
to change without notice.

9/7 Janacek: Jenufa. Washington
National Opera Orchestra and
Chorus; Jiri Belohlavek, conductor.
Jenufa is an undoubted masterpiece,
telling a disturbing, yet strangely
WYSU 12th note
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The next WYSU group excursion takes you to the Emerald Island in June of 2010 and we’re saving
a spot for you! Our exciting 11-day trip will include several days in Dublin, where we’ll visit St Patrick
Cathedral and Trinity College. Then on to Kildare, Kilenny and Cork, Ireland’s “second city,” and the
Blarney Castle, where you’ll have a chance to kiss the legendary Blarney Stone. We’ll also take in the
extraordinary beauty of Galway Bay, and perhaps opt for a ferry to the Aran Islands. These are just a few
of the highlights! You can also opt to get a head start on your trip with a 3 night stay in London. Our
departure date is set for Sunday, June 20th, 2010, and the basic 11-day tour is priced at $3300 per person,
which includes the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Round trip air fare from the gateway of your choice
A full-time Go Ahead tour director
9 nights in comfortable, well-located hotels with private bath or shower
Daily buffet breakfasts
3 three-course dinners, including beer and wine
private deluxe motor coach
guided sightseeing and entrance fees to select sights
Go Ahead travel bag

Hundreds of travelers have experienced the very best in guided European tours
with Go Ahead Tours of Boston and WYSU-FM, and all with exceptional value.
We hope you’ll consider coming with us this time. Contact me, Barbara Krauss, by
phone or e-mail, to request your free detailed brochure. But don’t wait too long, as
past tours have sold out!
Krauss@wysu.org
330-941-3363
The "Enchanting Ireland" tour includes visits to Limerick (below), and
St. Patrick's Cathedral (right).
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WYSU Underwriters
Hiram

College

The Butler Institute of
American Art

The Schwebel
Family Foundation

Bahá’ í Faith
The Ruth H. Beecher
Charitable Trust
National City Bank, Co-Trustee
John Weed Powers, Co-Trustee

The William B. and Kathryn
Challiss Pollock Foundation

The Pamily H. Proctor
Charitable Foundation

polkaudio

®

Niles Iron & Metal
Company, Inc.

The Walter E. and Caroline H.
Watson Foundation
National City Bank, Trustee

’s
Aebischer
Jewelry
{Absolutely}

Contact the Development Office
Reach out to WYSU’s unique audience through program underwriting—
330-941-3364
an economical and effective way to convey your message and express your support for a first-class community resource.

Youngstown State University
WYSU-FM
Youngstown, Ohio 44555

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit 264
Youngstown, Ohio

WYSU-FM

Youngstown State University
One University Plaza
Youngstown, OH 44555
330-941-3363
www.wysu.org
info@wysu.org
A Prairie Home Companion

prairiehome.publicradio.org
Car Talk

Show: (888) CAR-TALK
Stuff: (888) CAR-JUNK
www.cartalk.com
National Public Radio

www.npr.org
Click on “Contact Us” and
follow prompts
Listener Services: 202-513-3232
The Writer’s Almanac
writersalmanac.publicradio.org

WYSU-FM STAFF

STAFF

Useful Numbers

13-002

April Antell-Tarantine—Announcer/Producer
Melinda Bowen-Houck—Development Officer
Ed Goist—Development Officer
Chris Hartman—Operations and Technology Assistant
Barbara Krauss—Announcer/Producer
Ron Krauss—Broadcast Engineer
David Luscher—Associate Director
Rick Popovich—Announcer/Producer
Gary Sexton—Director
Laurie Wittkugle—Administrative Assistant
Tom Zocolo—Assistant Broadcast Engineer

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
HOSTS/PRODUCERS
Martin Berger—Now’s the Time
Charles Darling—Folk Festival
Sherry Linkon—Lincoln Avenue
Victor Wan-Tatah—Focus: Africana Studies
Willie Lofton—Production Assistant

STUDENT STAFF
Matthew Browning—Announcer
Sarah Clarke—Library Assistant
Mindy Goist—Office Assistant
Krystle Kimes—Announcer & Office Assistant
Adrienne Lehotsky—Announcer
Kayla Marafiote—Development Intern
Beth Signoriello—Office Assistant
Keith Stinson—Assistant to the Webmaster & Announcer
Brittany Wilkins – Office Assistant

ADVISORY BOARD
2004/2007

Jim Andrews
Nancy Beeghly
Carolyn May
Liz McGarry
Barbara Orton
Tim Smith
JoAnn Stock
Father Fred Trucksis
Misook Yun

2005/2008

Nancy DeSalvo
Ron Ditullio

2006

Sherry Linkon
Sarah Lown
Mollie Hartup
Madelon Sabine
Susan Yerian

2007

Richard Hahn		
Paul Kobulnicky
Isadore Mendel
Andrea Wood

2008

Fred Alexander
Ralph Peters
Joan Lawson
Susan Stewart
Shelly Taylor

